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Abstract

This study examines the construction of identities in the “state of Sami
Michael,” and the mechanisms the Jewish\ Iraqi\ Israeli novelist makes use of
to engage with the contradictory identities that he carries within the colonial
context. The study is based on analysis of a select group of his writings: the
novels Victoria, More and More Equal, Pigeons in Trafalgar, and the short
stories and articles he published in Arabic while he was working at the
editorial team of Alitihad and Aljadid newspapers of the Israeli Communist

Party.

The study focuses on three main that these writings represent: the
relationship with Iraq and national identity, the relationship with the
Ashkenazi other and the Zionist Movement, and the relationship with the
Palestinian other and the Palestinian cause. In addition to an analysis of the
literary texts with regards to his representation of these three levels, the
study engages with Michael as a social intellectual who intervenes in the
critical issues of the context he is positioned in. The “state of Sami Michael” is
thus one based on his writings and representations of the power relations in
Israeli society, the conditions of the Mizrahi and Iraqi immigrants, and the

Israeli occupations of what is left of Palestine in 1967.

The study is composed of five main chapters: the first engages with the idea
of the “state of Sami Michael” and introduces the literature and main frames
of analysis. The second chapter offers a theoretical framework and literature
review; the third elaborates on the biography of Michael, particularly his
involvement in the Iraqi Communist Party, how he “immigrated” to “Israel,”
and his relationship with space and language. The fourth chapter provides an

analysis of the selected works, and the fifth chapter concludes the discussion.
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3 Nancy berg, More and More Equal: the Literary Works of Sami Michael (Maryland: Lexington

Books, 2005), p. 5.
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and Escape from Modern Babylon (United States: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008), p. 77.
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